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fourchette, so as to depress it as much as possible,
whilst on each side the index and ring fingers are
employed to keep the labia separate. The body of
the speculum is seized in the right hand, and its ex-
tremity presented in a perpendicular direction to the
back of the middle finger, on which it is to be made
to rest. The instrument is then slowly brought to a
parallel direction with the vaginal axis, its diameter
being rendered slightly oblique, so as to avoid the
meatus, and it will then glide on without difficulty;
the handle is then placed in the patient's left inguinal
region, and confided to her care.

In this position the valves correspond not to the
lateral, but to the anterior and posterior walls of the
vagina, so as effectually to prevent protrusion of the
mucous membrane, which might otherwise occur be-
tween the valves, and interfere with the investigations.
To clear away the secretions of the part, a little

instrument may be used, which I here present to you,
and which I have invented to replace those disgusting
little wooden brushes at present used for the same
purpose. It is merely a three-pronged forceps, which
opens or closes by means of a ring, and which can be
loaded with cotton, and fixed on the female catheter,
to increase its length.
A surgeon, Gentlemen, who desires to succeed in

practice shouild be very neat in his instruments; in
them, particularly, perfect cleanliness is indispensable,
and should be combined, if possible, with elegance. I
recommend, therefore, the use of gilt specula; they
do not become stained like common tin instruments,
their aspect is much more pleasing, and their cost not
very considerable. Besides, they keep a long time,
especially when they are enveloped in a velvet bag,
embroidered, like this I now show you, by the fair
hands of a grateful patient.

ON TIHE
RAPID CIJRE OF GONORRHOA.
TO THE EDITORS OF THE PROVINCIAL MEDICAL

JOURNAL.

GENTLEMEN,-I shall be obliged if you will permit
me to contribute the results of my experience in the
treatment of gonorrhma to our general fund of know-
ledge on the subject.
From the unsettled opinion of the profession in the

treatment of this complaint, no system has been pro-
posed which the practitioner could regard with con-
fidence and satisfaction. Cubebs, copaiba, liquor
potassa!, tartar emetic, iodine and its preparations,
injections of zinc, initrate of silver, have each in their
turn been vaunted as a specific, or greatly praised for
the relief it was capable of affording. Yet, on none
of these could much dependance be placed; they
have all disappointed the practitioner, for, however
valuable they may be in themselves, and however
especially local their action, they generally fail to
effect a speedy cure, from the variety of symptoms
which usually attend the severe forms of the disease;
and the reason is obvious: gonorrhmea cani be divided
into three distinct stages, and, if so, the treatment
must undergo a similar division. Now, with the ex-
ception of the tartarised antimony and iodine, the
wrhole of the medicines mentioned act in a similar

manner on the genito-urinary mucoid surfaces. Beyond
a certain point, they fail to produce a beneficial effect,
and, therefore, are not at all adapted to meet the new
state of things, which the complaint, together with
their action, has produced.

During the period when the Great Western Rail.
road was in the course of formation, the larger pro.
portion of illnesses from which the " navigators"
suffered consisted of gonorrhcea, and other forms of
the venereal disease. The dissolute habits of these
men caused the inflammatory symptoms to rage with
great intensity; and, without acting on any "system,"
I was obliged frequently to resort to very energetic
measutes, and whenever sharp antiphlogistic means
were adopted, before exhibiting the u8ual copaiba
and liquor potassa mixture, the complaint invariably
ran a milder as well as a shorter course. This was
but in accordance with the first principles of the
practice of medicine; and it seemed, in my humble
opinion, only necessary to make the whole treatment
accord with such principles, in order to subdue the
disease at once safely and rapidly.

Before the plan is submitted to the profession, I
must own that the following combination of medicines
-very similar in appearance to a nostrum called the
" specific solution"-produced a cure, although one
neither so speedy, 8cielitjfic, nor safe, as the measures
which I shall presently bring forward

Hydriodate of potash, one drachm;
Oil of cubebs, half an ounce;
Balsam of copaiba, half an ounce;
Liquor potasse, one ounce;
Hydrochlorate of morphia, two grains;
Spirit of nitric e-ther, two ounces. Two teaspoon.

fills to be taken three times a-day in water.

The diet moderate, and an occasional calomel pill and
draught administered. The cure was generally com--
pleted in ten or fourteen days. Occasionally a gleety
discharge remained, which a weak zinc injection was
sufficient to remove.

Satisfactory as were the effects of this combination
of medicines, the treatment'was not exactly what the
state of our science demanded. It was no system;
and, therefore, as the lines of demarcation between
the inflammatory, suppurative, and atonic stages were
sufficiently distinct, there was every reason to con-
clude that, by anticipating or attacking them with
appropriate means when developed, the best results
would follow.
The treatment was consequently divided into three

parts; the first had reference to the inflammatory
stage, the second to its effects, and the last to the
atonic state of the lining membrane of the urethra,
and the vessels with which it is supplied. It consisted
of ten grains of calomel, divided into three doses, one
to be taken every four hours, and of the following
mixture:-

Sulphate of magnesia, half an ounce;
Jalap, two scruples;
Scammony, fifteen grains;
Potassio-tartrate of antimony, three grains;
Water, eight ounces. Three tablespoonfuls to be

taken every four hours, beginning an hour after
each powder.

Diet low, and drink barley water, linseed tea, &c.
The first dose of the mixture was genera]ly rejected,
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but the stomach soon became accustomed to bear the
tartar emetic. The genital organs to be frequently
soaked in tepid water, and suspended. In four and
twenty hours the suppurative stage may be anti-
cipated, if not already established. The mixture to
be omitted, and the follofwing substituted:-

Liquor potasse, one ounce;
Oil of cubebs, half an ounce;
Balsam of copaiba, half an ounce;
Hydriodate of potash, half a drachm;
Hydrochlorate of morphia, two grains. A tea-

spoonful to be taiken in two ounces of barley
water every fouih&rs.

The parts to be rolled with a bandage, and kept wet
with an acetate of lead lotion; barley water to be
drunk very plentifully, and the diet improved. This
treatmeXtt to be continued for three days; on the
evening of the third a dose of calomel to be given,
*ad a gentle aperient the next morning. The follow-
ing injection may now be used every two or three
hours for two days

Acetate of lead, one drachm;
Water, eight ounces. Make an injection.

This powerful lotion speedily arrests the remains of
the secretion, and appears to restore the lining mem-
brane to its normal condition. The treatment is now
merely palliative, comprising a dose of the drops once
a-day for a few days, and an injection of cold water
twice every second day for the same time.

In no instance has a single unpleasant symptom
arisen, nor the slightest contraction of the urethra
supervened; and, unless the patient is very rebellious,
and will drink spirits, beer, or stout, the cure is
completed within the week.
The above plani was modified according to age,

temperament, and symptomic violence, but the prin-
ciple in every case was the same. In my next paper
I shall have much pleasure in demonstrating how
rapid is the cure of chancre under the power of nitric
acid, tincture of iodine, and a very slight course of
mercury.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

CONWAY T. EDWARDS, M.R.C.S.L.
Bath Easton, July 10, 1843.

TREATMENT OF UTERINE HAEMORRIAGE
BY GALLIC ACID.

The following cases, showing the value of gallic
acid as a remedy in cases of uterine htemorrhage, are
abridged from a paper by Dr. Stevenson
CASE I.-J. Johnston, aged thirty-two, plethoric,

having menstruated irregularly for two years. On
January 18, was attacked with pains in the abdomen,
continuing at intervals until the next morning, when
she passed an unusually large quantity of blood per
vaginam. At eleven o'clock she was lying on her
back in a very exhausted state; eyes sunk; pupils
dilated; hands and feet covered by cold perspiration;
abdomen tense; tenderness in the hypogastric region;
about a pound of blood had passed from the vagina.
Cold to the hypogastric region, castor oil, and frictions
to the legs, were the remedies employed, and on the
next day the pains had ceased, but the countenauce

was more anxious and paler than before; the pulse
110, regular, feeble, and scarcely perceptible at the
wrist. Blood has continued to escape from the
vagina throughout the whole night, in quantity not
less than twenty ounces. A glass of port wine was
given, and ordered to be repeated every four hours,
and the following:-

Gallic acid, eight grains;
Powder of cinnamon, five grains. Make a powders

to be given every third hour.
Tllree, p.m., of the same day (]9th). Great ex-

haustion; pulse 130, feeble; fits of fainting; six
ounces of blood, of highly offensive smell, haa been
passed since the morning. Wine omitted; powders
to be continued.

20, Nine, a.m. Pulse 110, stronger and regular;
countenance flushed; heat of skin moderate; three
ounces of blood passed since yesterday, not offensive,
and having been expelled in small clots. Seven
powders had now been taken. Ordered to repeat
them at large intervals.

Five, p.m. Pulse 120, feeble; countenance more
anxious; hnemorrhage decreased; smell not so offen-
sive. Twenty-four minims of laudanum were ordered
to be given at bed-time, and the powders to be con-
tinued.

21, Twelve, a.m. Pulse 110, full and regular;
passed a quiet night; countenance animated; a few
drops of blood passed during the night, but towards
morning about half a drachm; skin warm. Repeat
the powders.

After this period the powders were given once
daily; the hiemorrhage did not recur, and in a few
days the patient was convalescent.
CASE II.-Mary. Slater, aged thirty-six, was seen

on February 2. This patient had for three years
menstruated more or less irregularly, the secretion
having occasionally been profuse. Six months ago
had had an attack of hematemesis, since which time
the catamenial function had been suspended.
At the time of her being visited, on February 2, she

presented the following symptoms:-General uneasi-
ness, fulness in the head, lassitude, pains in the lower
part of the abdomen, and a discharge of blood had
taken place from the vagina, in quantity about a
pound. She was unconscious; pulse quick, feeble,
and irregular; respiration quick; heart's action feeble,
accompanied by an indistinct bruit.

Nine, p.m. Reaction had taken place by meatls of
the remedies employed; but two ounces of blood,
mixed with offensively smelling mucus, had passed
from the vagina. Symptoms of collapse again oc-
curred, but were successfully met by appropriate
remedies, and the following prescription was thehi
ordered, plugging of the vagina having been pre-
viously had recourse to;-

Gallic acid, eight grains;
Sugar, ten grains. To be taken every third hour,
and half a glass of sherty every second hour.

3, Ten, a.m. Pulse 120, small; respiration easy;
plug came away from the vagina at eleven o'clock,
covered with coagulated blood; himmorrhage to the
amount of six ounces since the last report. The pow-
der to be continued.

Seven, p.m. Pulse 100, small, reguilar; counte-
nance wxuo; much thint; gpawing pain in the


